1/2    CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

of the nation, being possessed of all the amiable qualities
that can accomplish a great man ; but in the agreeableness
and fragrancy of his person, and the profoundness of his

politics, must be allowed to fall very short of----1

Mr. H[arley] had the honour of being chosen Speaker
successively to three Parliaments \ * he was the first of late
years, that ventured to restore the forgotten custom of treat-
ing his PRINCE with duty and respect. Easy and dis-
engaged in private conversation, with such a weight of affairs
upon his shoulders ;3 of great learning, and as great a
favourer and protector of it; intrepid by nature, as well as
by the consciousness of his own integrity, and a despiser of
money; pursuing the true interest of his PRINCE and
country against all obstacles. Sagacious to view into the
remotest consequences of things, by which all difficulties fly
before him. A firm friend, and a placable enemy, sacrificing
his justest resentments, not only to public good, but to
common intercession and acknowledgment. Yet with all
these virtues it must be granted, there is some mixture of
human infirmity: His greatest admirers must confer his
skill at cards and dice to be very low and superficial: in
horse-racing he is utterly ignorant:4 then, to save a few
millions to the public, he never regards how many worthy
citizens he hinders from making up their plum. And surely
there is one thing never to be forgiven him, that he delights
to have his table filled with black coats, whom he uses as if
they were gentlemen.

1                                      Henry de Grey (i664?-i74o) succeeded his father as eleventh Earl
of Kent in 1702.   He was created Marquess of Kent, 1706, and Duke
of Kent, 1710.   He held the office of lord chamberlain of the house-
hold from 1704 to 1710.   [T. S.]

2                                    Harley was first chosen Speaker, February loth, I7of, for a Parlia-
ment that lasted nine months; then again, December 3Oth, 1701, for
a Parliament that lasted only six months; and finally October 2oth or
2ist, 1702.   [T. S.J

s "The Queen dismissed the Earl of Godolphin from being lord
treasurer, and put the treasury in commission: Lord Powlet was the
first in form, but Mr. Harley was the person with whom the secret
was lodged " (Burnet, "Own Times," ii. 552-3). He was appointed
August roth, 1710, [T. S.]

4 Godolphin was very devoted to the turf. See Swift's poem
entitled, " The Virtues of Sid Hamet's Rod " (Aldine edition, iii. 10).
[T, S.]